
 
A message from a 
SAANYS corporate 

sponsor

At Zaner-Bloser®, we 
understand that to be 
literate is to be profi-
cient in reading and 
writing…plus spell-
ing, vocabulary, word 
choice, and more. 

Alongside educators, 
communities, and 
schools, we provide 
instruction that builds 
comprehensive literacy 
skills through thinking 
and active participation 
over rote learning or 
memorization. We work 
to ensure that today’s 
students are empow-
ered with the skills to 
become tomorrow’s in-
formed communicators, 
citizens, and leaders. 
And we help to set the 
stage for joyful, suc-
cessful learning in every 
classroom.

As part of the Highlights 
Family of Companies, we 
are dedicated to helping 
children become their 
best selves: Creative, 
Curious, Caring, and 
ConfidentTM. 

We Are Literacy
Our proven, re-
searched-based pro-
grams feature built-in 
options for differentia-
tion, small- and whole-
group instruction, 
online tutorials, and 
hands-on practice to 
support educators as 
they prepare their stu-
dents to become literate 
learners for life. Titles 
include: 

• The Superkids Reading 
Program™ (K–2)

• Happily Ever After® 
(PreK)

• Zaner-Bloser 
Handwriting™ (PreK–
8)

• Spelling Connections® 
(K–8)

• Word Wisdom® (3–6)

• Strategies for Writers® 
(K–8)

• I Read to Write® (2–6)

• Grammar, Usage, and 
Mechanics™ (2–8)

To learn more, visit us 
online at zaner-bloser.
com and contact your 
New York Sales Repre-
sentative Tracy DiDio at 
tracy.didio@zaner-blos-
er.com or 518.466.3497.

Thank you for all you do 
to help students in the 
state of New York realize 
their potential! n
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The Power of Academic-Social 
Emotional Learning (A-SEL)
Sponsor Opinion Piece by Dr. Bruce H. Crowder,  
Senior Researcher, Educational Vistas, Inc.

The statements and opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily imply or reflect the opinion or philosophy of the 
School Administrators Association of New York State.

If SEL is a process for healthy development for all, it is 
patently clear that the integration of the academic with 
social-emotional learning is essential. When content 
learning and the skills and behaviors of SEL are com-
bined, the resultant growth transcends the immediate for 
life-long learning. While there has been a timely call for 
creating positive school climate and culture, it would be 
wrong-headed to do so without examining how this may 
work in conjunction with academic learning. 

Educators continue to implement new national and state 
learning standards, whether they fall under the designa-
tion of Common Core or Next Generation. Standards will 
and should inform curriculum development, teaching, and 
assessment practices. In addition, the selection of content 
to be taught is extremely important with a major concern 
for rich and rigorous content. This is especially true for 
ELA and social studies, as well as other academic disci-
plines. An appropriate selection supports both SEL and 
the academics growth. 

Let’s see what happens when SEL skills and behaviors 
are placed in a CONTENT relationship with. ELA learning 
standards. Such a framework will result in a powerful unit-
based curriculum. 
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The Power of Academic-Social Emotional Learning (A-SEL)

If SEL is a process for healthy development for all, it is patently clear that the integration of the 
academic with social-emotional learning is essential. When content learning and the skills and 
behaviors of SEL are combined, the resultant growth transcends the immediate for life-long learning. 
While there has been a timely call for creating positive school climate and culture, it would be 
wrong-headed to do so without examining how this may work in conjunction with academic learning. 

Educators continue to implement new national and state learning standards, whether they fall under 
the designation of Common Core or Next Generation. Standards will and should inform curriculum 
development, teaching, and assessment practices. In addition, the selection of content to be taught is 
extremely important with a major concern for rich and rigorous content. This is especially true for 
ELA and social studies, as well as other academic disciplines. An appropriate selection supports both 
SEL and the academics growth. 

Let’s see what happens when SEL skills and behaviors are placed in a CONTENT relationship with. 
ELA learning standards. Such a framework will result in a powerful unit-based curriculum. 

SEL Skills 
Assertiveness 
Calming down 
Communication
Cooperation 
Emotion regulation 
Emotion recognition
Empathy 
Impulse control 
Problem solving 
Social initiation 

SEL Behaviors
Self-awareness 
Self-management 
Social awareness 
Relationship skills 
Responsible decision making

It would be fair to say that the rich selection of content for any grade would lend itself to integrating 
SEL and State learning standards. The most apparent content to use would be fables where lessons 
may be learned and learning situations readily embrace SEL skills and behaviors when discussing 
themes, character actions and motivations and conflicts. From classics to modern literary works, 
human struggles and challenges abound. Rather than an added-on mental health curriculum which 
may go the way of similar attempts, we can realize the efficacy of merging SEL with the academics
for designing powerful units of learning to support SEL and academic growth mindset.
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RL 1 Refer to details when drawing inferences from the text.

RL 2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details 

RL 3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story 

RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

RL 5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose 

RL 6 Compare and contrast the point of view 

RL 7 Make connections between the text and a visual 
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Units

Activities

Performances 

_Team 
_Role play 
_Interpret 
_Portray 
_Debate 
_Defend 
_Judge 
_Demonstrate

It would be fair to say that the rich selection of content 
for any grade would lend itself to integrating SEL and 
state learning standards. The most apparent content to 
use would be fables where lessons may be learned and 
learning situations readily embrace SEL skills and behav-
iors when discussing themes, character actions and mo-
tivations and conflicts. From classics to modern literary 
works, human struggles and challenges abound. Rather 
than an added-on mental health curriculum which may go 
the way of similar attempts, we can realize the efficacy of 
merging SEL with the academics for designing powerful 
units of learning to support SEL and academic growth 
mindset.  
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If you’d like to learn more about this topic and/or if you 
are interested in attending an A-SEL conference/workshop 
(early Sept.), then please contact us at www.edvistas.com.

Dr. Bruce H. Crowder is a senior researcher for Educational 
Vistas, Inc. His work is primarily focused on creating 
pathways for deeper learning for all students through 
strategic performances. Dr. Crowder may be reached at 
bcrowder@edvistas.com. n
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Two best-in-class 
organizations, one shared 
vision of accelerating 
learning for all.

To learn more, visit www.renaissance.com or call 888-249-8702.
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NORTH. SOUTH. EAST OR WEST... NYSIR’S GOT YOU COVERED.   
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT NYSIR.ORG OR CALL 1.516.393.2320.

Go ahead.  Look around.    
In just about every direction  
you’ll find a school district or BOCES  
protected by NYSIR, the largest insurer of public 

schools in New York State.

Going our way?

(800) 345-7606
info@castlelearning.com Follow us: @CastleLearning

 
New 6-Session Live Webinar Series

http://www.castlelearning.com/support/webinar-catalog

Visit our website to learn more
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